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 28.02.2014 

NOTICE OF EIGHTH ANNUAL GENERAL BODY MEETING 

Notice is hereby given that the eighth Annual General Body Meeting of 

PUNJAB NATIONAL BANK RETIRED OFFICERS’ASSOCIATION (KERALA) shall be 

held at 10.30 a.m on 23.04.2014 Wednesday)) at Hotel Alakapuri, M M Ali 

Road, Kozhikode. 

Agenda 

1. Prayer 

2. Presidential Address 

3. Adoption of the Minutes of Annual General Meeting held on 08.04.2013 

4. Secretary’s Report 

5. Presentation of Audited Accounts for the year 2013 – 2014 by Treasurer 

6. Deliberations on Report and Accounts 

7. Reply to deliberations 

8. Amendments to Bylaw 

9.Resolutions 

10.Vote of Thanks 

 

Amendments to Byelaw, Resolutions should reach the  Gen.Secretary at least 

seventy two hours prior to the meeting ( 10.30 a.m on 20.04.2014) 

Please attend the meeting in time. 

The meeting shall be followed by lunch hosted by the Association. 

 

Yours truly 

Sd/-  

B G Raghavan 

Gen Secretary 

Articles, write Ups, matter for Reader’s Corner, Q & A Corner may be sent to 

EDITOR: Smt REMA MENON 28/1097 Rajadhani PO Chevayur .Email: remamenonin@gmail.com 

Gen Secretary :B G Raghavan Bemplasseri House,Tali Calicut 673002Email:raghavanbg@yahoo.in 

 

WISHING ALL THE MEMBERS A VERY HAPPY VISHU AND EASTER 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Calicut 
24-03-2014 

 
Another round of negotiations between UFBU and IBA on the demands put forth 

by the unions took place on 3rd of March, 2014. IBA stuck to their earlier stand 
of 10% increase and informed, they are not in a position to improve the offer. 
 

On the demand for improvement in the Family Pension scheme, extension of 
100% DA formula to pre-2002 pensioners, etc., IBA was considerate and agreed 

to work out the cost implications to enable them to take a view on these 
demands. To the demand on periodical up dation of pension on occasions of 
wage revision, IBA felt that the issue has to be examined, in its entirety, looking 

at the cost involved, outflow, etc. On reverting to old pension scheme for new 
entrants, IBA expressed their inability to accede to the demand. 

 
It has been decided to hold the next round of discussions in the middle of April, 
2014. UFBU is hopeful for a fair and reasonable settlement during the current 

negotiations on the charter of demands submitted. But should we be? One must 
be aware of the fact that understanding has been reached on two counts only. 

Viz.New wage settlement would be effective from 1st November, 2012, (The 
date from which the 10th Bipartite Settlement is due) and to merge Dearness 
Allowance up to 4440 Consumer Price Index (401 slabs) and construct new pay 

scales accordingly. 
 

Meanwhile, in his budget speech, F M has declared “one rank one pension” 
scheme for nearly a lakh of ex-army men, which is better than up dation of 

pension that they are already enjoying. While we are happy at this, we are 
deeply anguished that IBA and GOI are dragging their foot on our genuine and 
logical expectation of updation of pension. 

 
When a case came up for hearing in Madras high court, it was stated that Banks 

have no profit to pay 100% DA neutralization to retirees. A recent statement by 
Fin Min on similar lines, as also the directive given in a recent meeting of Bank 
Chairman should be read together. But at the same time, public sector banks 

have been directed to pay a Dividend which is not less than what they paid last 
year, which were more than 6800 crores.  

 
Periodical revision is fair and just right of retirees. Even Supreme Court had held 
that “It should be fixed, revised, modified and changed in ways not entirely 

dissimilar to the salaries granted to serving employees”. Let us hope for the 
best.   

 
Come to Calicut on 23rd of April 2014. Let us sit together and discuss ways and 
means to make our retired life comfortable enjoyable and above all meaningful. 

 
Venugopal.A.V 

President 

The only disability in life is bad attitude. 
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Where to have well 

 North East corner little towards west  of a 

plot (meenam rasi). East & North sides are 

also good. 

From the Desk of the EDITOR 

Life can be very frustrating at times. You may miss 

the last bus taking you to your much awaited 

interview. You couldn’t attend the house warming 

ceremony of your only daughter for reasons beyond 

your control; losing a dear one; you may not be able 

to see off your son going abroad for a long period. 

One fine morning you wake up to see no water in the 

pipe, gas finished, telephone out of order or the 

television not working. Your mutual funds do not 

bring in the expected returns. And you have to attend 

to your ailing parent on an hour to hour basis, 

knowing fully that there is no hope for any recovery. 

To crown it all, you see a sudden swelling in your foot 

for no explicable reason. 

What to do in such circumstances? I am sure each 

one of us has had such bad spells at some point of 

time in our life.  

Wise people ask us to make the best out of a bad 

business .W e cannot afford the luxury of being a 

pessimist and complete the circle of miseries fate has 

thrust on us. We have to fight back and recover our 

cheerfulness .Fortunately, as Somerset Maugham has 

pointed out, things will not turn out to be as bad as 

we imagine them to be. There will always be some 

silver lining in the dark clouds. We have to learn the 

art of focussing on the little pleasures life has 

mercifully given us. We have to count on our small 

blessings. This may be a   flower blooming in our 

garden, an innocent smile on the  face of your ailing 

parent, reading  a good book, having good friends to 

share your anxieties , birds chirping to show that 

spring is here, a caring spouse or  listening a piece of 

music in Mohana raga will  bring back us to 

happiness. Last but not the least Faith will help us to 

regain composure.  

So be merry and happy, folks! 

POINTS TO PONDER 

You can’t cross the sea merely by standing and 

staring at the water.—Rabindranath Tagore. 

GRANDMA’S TIPS 

Enhance memory Soak two almonds in 

water overnight. Remove 

skin and boil it in 1 glass 

milk. Drink it for a month. 

. Where to keep money:  

South – west room with opening of the money box 

towards east or north. South – east room – 

Burglary, unwanted expenses. North – west room 

– cannot control expenses. N orth room- poverty & 

loss of money. 
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ASSOCIATION NEWS – SECRETARY 

MEMBERSHIP 

Membership 31.03.2013                           : 235 

New Members from 01.04.2013              :   32 

Deletion due to death                                :     2 

Conversion to Associate Members         :     3 

Membership as on 28.02.2014                 : 262 

Associate Members 31.03/2013              :      7 

Addition from 01.04.2013                         :      6 

Deletion due to death                                :      1 

Membership as on 28.02.2014                :    12 

Life                                                                 :  220 

Ordinary                                                        :    42 

Ladies                                                             :   36 

Conversion   to Life                                     :      3 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

05.04.2013, 06.05.2013,05.06.13,03.07.2013, 

07.08.2013, 5.09.2013,08.10.2013, 13.11.2013 

25.10.2103(Special), 05.12.2013, 14.01.2014, 

05.02.2014. 

PICNIC 

Trip to Ernakulam to attend New Year 

Celebrations and visit to Lulu Mall was a great 

success under the leadership of new member Sh 

M M Unni. 14 persons from Calicut for onward 

journey and 4 persons joined after meeting at 

Kollam. Two persons stayed back. Mini Bus was 

arranged by Central Tours and Travels. 

NEW YEAR CELEBRATIONS 

Ernakulam 12-01-2014 

 A grand function with family get together 

inaugurated by Sh Chandrakumar, CM Circle 

Office and felicitated by Sh G Samasekharan 

Nair, AGM (retd) and our new member, Sh 

Anjaneylu, CM Ernakulam South branch and Sh 

N Ravindran Vice President. Sh A V Venugopal 

presided and Sh B G Raghavan, GS gave the New 

Year Message – Spirit of Old Age. Sh Mohandas 

C Reg Secretary gave the welcome address and 

Sh N B Viswam, Asst Secretary proposed the 

Vote of Thanks, besides being the master of 

ceremonies. The Ganamela by Swaralaya was an 

additional feature and our members and family 

members also got an opportunity to sing a few 

songs. Dance by two siblings of our members 

was received very wel I am happy to place on 

record the good service done by Sh N B Viswam 

abd Sh C Mohandas in organising the function. 

There was also an exhibition of Pencil Drawings 

of Sh K Balakrishnan, Oil Paintings of Sh N B 

Viswan and Glass Paintings of Smt  Suneela   d/o 

Mrs Lizy Sibi. 

 

Calicut 05.01.2014 

 A very well participated family get together 

with involvement of all those present, well 

organised and conducted by Sh P 

Krishnamohan, Treasurer and Convenor.  

Senior Members lighted the Nilavilakku. Sh 

Ramakrishna M, CH, Calicut CO addressed the 

meeting which was presided over by Sh A V 

Venugopal. Sh M M Unni proposed a vote of 

thanks. As usual songs by members and their 

family members added spice to the function. 

Krishnamohan also arranged a few fun games 

and a Tambola. Pencil drawings of Sh K 

Balakrishnan was also exhibited. 

Kannur 26.01.2014: AIBPARC – Kannur District 

Unit held a very well organised & lively New 

year Celebration with a Family Get together at 

Mascot Beach Resort facing the sea which 

gave a coolness and exquisite sight to the 

beholder. PNBROA actively participated with 

15 persons (Maximum number from one unit) 

drawing special mention from Sh Raghunath, 

Vice President of the AIBPARC Unit. Sh V P 

Gopalakrishnan Nayanar presided over the 

meeting and the dias was adorned by Sh P V 

Pavithran, AIBPARC Kannur Distrct Secretary 

and our GS.  Sh A S Joseph, Sh N E 

Narendranath and GS attended the meeting. 

The gathering was entertained by Mimicry 

artist and songs by  Sh D Venugopal and  Kum. 

Rupali, daughter of Sh N Ramesan. 

Retirement Functions: 

01.12.2013: Calicut: Messrs. M J Thomas, K P 

Sasidharan and M M Unni – Sh N Ravindran 

felicitated and presented mementos.               

Sh Rammohan M A & Sh Jayapal K attended. 

28.12.2013: Kanhangad: Sh P Chandran – Sh M 

K Sreedharan nambiar felicitated and gave 

memento. 

28.12.2013: CO-Ernakulam: Sh G 

Somasekharan Nair, AGM. Sh N B Viswan gave 

memento & felicitated. 

AIBPARC 

Kozhikode District Meeting: 13-12-2013: 

Discussed State Conference to be held on 11
th

 

January 2014. General Body to be called in 

April 2014. Next Committee meeting in 

JANUARY 2014 after State Conference. 
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AIBPARC State Conference 11-01-2014 at 

Kollam : The deliberations and discussions 

revolved around demands of Retirees and 

Pensioners. 7 members of PNBROA  attended 

the conference as delegates.   The following 

persons were honoured with important positions 

in the State Committee – Sh N B Viswan, 

Org.Secretary, Sh B G Raghavan, Dy.General 

Secretary and Sh N Ravindran, Asst Secretary. 

District Meeting Ernakulam: 08.11.2013: 

Sh Krishnakumara Menon, took a class on 

Pranayamam. His presentation of the five 

different Pranayamams in a very simple and lucid 

way was well received by all. He also cited 

practical examples and gave a few tips. 

WAGE REVISION NEGOTIATIONS 

Wage revision for bank employees and 

officers is due from November, 2012. 

Discussions on 12-08-2013: Discussions on 

14-12-2013: Conciliation meeting on 16-12-

2013: Strike on 18-12-2013. Strike call on 

20
th

 & 21
st

 January 2014. Discussions on 

17.01.2014: Discussions on 27.01.2014: Strike 

call on 10
th

 & 11
th

 February. 

Social Welfare Sub Committee 

27.11.2013: Sh A V Venugopal and Sh K 

Venugopal handed over the cheque for Rs 

25000/- (amount contributed by Sh A A Abdulla, 

our NRI member) to   Dr Sureshkumar, Director, 

Pain & Palliative Care Society in the presence of 

Messrs N Ravindran, P Krishnamohan, A 

Sasidharan, B G Raghavan,    Smt Geetha, &  Sh 

Jose Pulimoottil 

BANKING NEWS 

New Executive Director for PNB: Sh K V Brahmji 

Rao appointed as ED w.e.f. 22.01.2014 

Award for Bank: 1. Fortune India: PNB 3
rd

 

position in India. 23
rd

 amongst 500 companies in    

India. 

Commendations to Sh K R Kamath, CMD : 1. 

Dainik Bhaskar Award – Life time Achievement 

2. BT – Pwc: Top 100 India’s Best CEO 2013. Only 

CEO for PSBs Category. 

New Circle Heads: Kozhikode Circle - Sh M 

Ramakrishna, AGM ; Ernakulam Circle-  Sh K A 

Ravisankar, AGM 

Non CTS Cheques in Clearing – Position: Upto 

30.04.2014 : thrice a week, Upto 31.10.2014 : 

twice a week, From 01.11.2014 : once a week, 

Replace non CTS Cheque Books with CTS 2010 

cheque Books.      

 Pre 2005 Notes to be withdrawn after 

31.03.2014. Easy to identify – Pre 2005 notes do 

not have the year of printing on the reverse side. 

Banks will exchange these notes till 30.06.2014. 

From July 1, 2014, non customers will have to 

give proof of identity and residence to the Bank 

to exchange for such notes (more than ten in 

numbers) of denominations Rs 500/- & Rs 1000/- 

28-01-20:Repo Rate: increased by 0.25 % to 8 % 

OBITURY 

Sh P Ramanathan, 63 years passed away on     

14-01-2014. He is survived by wife Smt Nirmala 

and a son & a daughter. 

Sh C Aravindaksha Menon, 72 years passed 

away on 18-01-2014. He is survived by two 

daughters. 

Sh V Vijayan, 65 years passed away on 

31.01.2014. He is survived by wife, a daughter & 

a son. 

May their souls rest in peace 

 

 

Wonder : 259X your ageX 39 = ? 

PROVERBS – Courtesy Sh S Ravindran, Pallavoor Palakkad 

God is invisible Mother. Mother is visible God – U N Slogan 

One plus one is Eleven (i.e unity is strength) 1+1= 11 
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PNBROA FAMILY PNBROA FAMILY PNBROA FAMILY PNBROA FAMILY     
HEARTY WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS    

Unni M M  

Sopanam  

Mammilithazham PO Malaparamba Calicut                                        

0495 2371136     9447079120   

email:  unnipnb@yahoo.co.in       

Gopinathan V  

29/2163 A Patteri Cross Road  Calicut -16 0495 

2741137   9947560060  

email:  shgopinath149@gmail.com 

Sasidharan K P 

Shreyas Compound PO Feroke Calicut 673631                    

0495 2484528  9446434528                           

Thomas M J 

Madan House  

Manjapra PO Pudhunana  Ernakulam 683581  

0484 2690223  9447050223   

email:  thomasmadan@gmail.com       

Subramanian M  

Munnulath Mana  

Outer Ring Road Guruvayur 680101  

0487 2550323   9446570323    

email:  manimangat@yahoo.com                         

                           Associate Member 

Ushadevi  P                                                           

w/o late K P Vimalkumar                                            

Avinash,                                                          

Chiyyaram P O.                                                                   

Thrissur 680026 

0487 2442544    9446556525 

Sh Viswanthan Nair M N  

Aswathi ,  Chozyakkat                                              

Chandinikkad P O                                                  

Kottayam 696597 

0481 2332072 9447061597 

 

Sh Chandran P                                           

Surabhi  P O Kandangali                                        

Payyannur 670333 

04985 229656    8129163838 

Pnbchandran2011@gmail.com 

Smt Nalini K E                                                      

H No 48/1968 A                                             

Perumbatta Road                                        

(Near Play ground)                                           

Elamakkara Cochin 26                                                                

0484 2408857  9946446730 

Change of Address 

Mrs Syamala Das                              

Tower 14, 6th Floor Flat G Lotus Pond                                       

Vijayasanthi Builders, Kelambakkam                                            

Chennai 603103                                                                                           

044 47430106 

Sh Somasekharan Nair G 

102, Hymanjali,  

PTP Nagar  

Thiruvanathapuram 695038   

0471 2365488   8301848912 

somasekharg@gmail.com              

Sh Bharathan G             

33 Majestic Colony, Arumugha Navplar Street  

Valasaravakkam, Chennai 600087 

044 24867032   9003051270 

Be9579@gmail.com 

 

Change of Address 

Sh Krishnakumar S                                           

Aswathy   P O Malesamangalam,                                                   

Thiruvilwamala     Trichur 680588                                              

 

New E Mail ID 

Ramesan N 

ramesh.sopaanam@gmail.com 

juhi.ramesh@gmail.com 

sreejuhi@gmail.com 

 
Book Indian Railways Retiring Room Online – log in irctc.com 

A woman brought you into this world. Therefore you have no right to disrespect her. 

 

Rubik”s Cube has 43,252,003,274,489,856,000 possible configuration 
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D.A. Rates for Pensioners (%) – FEBRUARY to JULY 2014 

 

Retired prior to 01-11-1994 

Upto 1250    1251-2000     2001-2130     Above 2130 

                                       820.75%         673.75%        404.25%          208.25% 

After 01.11.1992 upto 31.03.1998 

 Upto 2400    2401-3850     3851-4100      Above 4100 

                                       380.80%         315.52%         184.96%           97.92% 

After 01.04.1998 upto 31.10.2002 

Upto 3550      3551-5650      5651-6010    Above 6010 

                                        228.96%         190.80%         114.48%         57.24% 

 Retired on or after  1-11-2002: for the entire Basic Pension Amount 144.54 % 
Retired on or after  1-11-2007: for the entire Basic Pension Amount 99.90 % 

 

               
P Shanmukhan - Kannur 

 

  
 

 

See if you can figure out what these seven words all have in common! 

1. Banana 2. Dresser 3. Grammar 4. Potato 5. Revive 6. Uneven 7. Assess 

Answer 

In all of the words listed, if you take the first letter, place it at the end of the word, and then 

spell the word backwards, it will be the same word. 

 

 
 

 

Peculiar Day of this Century – Similar Day in next Century after 90 years in 2103 

 

11 12 13 14 15 

Date Month Year Hour Minute Second
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Importance of 108 number! 

When we see number of beads in vara mala/vrata mala, number of names of God and 

Goddess, I always wondered there should be some prominence for 108 which I do not 

know. Why do we give so much importance to 108 in Hinduism? Why 108 is so sacred for 

Hindus? Here is a brief explanation of the use and importance of this number: 

 

The diameter of the Sun is 108 times the diameter of the Earth.  

The distance from the Sun to the Earth is 108 times the diameter of the Sun.  

The average distance of the Moon from the Earth is 108 times the diameter of the Moon.  

In Ayurveda, there are 108 “Marma” points that are vital for giving life to living beings.  

The powerful Sri Chakra yantra intersects in 54 points each with a masculine and feminine 

quality, totalling to 108  

In Indian astrology we have 12 houses and 9 planets. 12 times 9 equals to 108.  

In Tantra, it is estimated that every day we breathe 21,600 times out of which 10,800 are 

solar energy and 10, 800 are lunar energy. Multiplying 108 X 100 is 10,800.  

The famous saint Bharata wrote “The Natya Shastra” which has 108 karanas (Movement of 

hand and feet)  

There are 54 letters in Sanskrit each can be mentioned as masculine (Shiva) and feminine 

(Shakti) aspect, totalling to 108.  

There are 108 Puranas and 108 Upanishads.  

9 times 12: Both of these numbers have been said to have spiritual significance in many 

traditions. 9 times 12 is 108. Also, 1 plus 8 equals 9. That 9 times 12 equals 108.  

Powers of 1, 2, and 3 in math: 1 to 1st power=1; 2 to 2nd power=4 (2×2); 3 to 3rd power=27 

(3x3x3). 1x4x27=108 

Harshad number: 108 is a Harshad number, which is an integer divisible by the sum of its 

digits (Harshad is from Sanskrit, and means “great joy”)  

Desires: 

There are said to be 108 earthly desires in mortals.  

Lies: 

There are said to be 108 lies that humans tell. 

Delusions: There are said to be 108 human delusions or forms of ignorance. 

(to be continued) 

Sardarji is back 

Hindi and English :  

Sardarni to a doctor: Mera beta motorcycle se gir 

gaya  

Doctor: I can't understand Hindi. Can you tell in 

English  

Sardarni: My londa gironda from Hero Honda 

 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION 

Please remit your annual subscription of RS 

400/- to PNBROA A/C 4346000108066178. 

TREASURER 

WEDDING BELLS 

 
ANOOP 

s/o Sreekumar C & Smt Sreedevi 

married 

ANUSHA 

on 19.01.2014 

 

ARCHANA 

d/o K Krishnakumara Menon & Smt Sreekala 

married 

GEORGE 

on 19-01-2014 

Your job is not the end of life. Make time for a hobby. Develop one if you do not have any. It will give 

you creative satisfaction & help you relax 
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Microscope                                                                                                     

Nandini Balakrishnan                                                                                            

D/O  Mr K. Balakrishnan (AGM - Retd) 

How oft  do we think 

All that glitters is not gold! 

Can we accept anything at its face value? 

Only and only we if could 

use a microscope, 

Could we view the details! 

How oft do we think 

All the glitters is not gold! 

How oft do we advise 

Our young ones, 

Don’t believe everything 

View all things thro’ a microscope! 

In all walks of life, 

In all times of strife, 

In every second of our existence, 

View everything thro’ a microscope! 

If only I had a microscope, 

I could trust anybody, 

If only I had a microscope, 

I could see everything! 

Each one of us, for sure 

Is being viewed under a microscope! 

Beware! The Lord our creator 

Has used his kaleidoscope 

And sent us to this world. 

Beware! We are viewed thro’ a microscope 

Constantly, every minute, every second. 

Alas! at last we‘ve to answer him! 

For all our words, 

For all our deeds, 

Beware of the microscope 

That follows us! 

Quotable Quotes 

Speak 5 lies to yourself every day 

1. I am the best 2. I can do it 3. God is always 

with me 4. I am winner 5. Today is my day –  

Dr APJ Abdul Kalam 

The distance between your dreams and reality 

is called action 
 

Live in this moment       

                                                                        

Uma Sreeram 

The past is gone forever 

Years plunged in the ocean of time 

Leaving behind a trail of memories 

Of pains endured and hopes lost 

Of dreams fulfilled and struggles fought 

All washed away now, by the waves of time 

 

The future is an unsolved mystery 

No one knows what that might be 

A road of thorns or petals lay 

Better or Worse than today 

Think not what lies far away 

Whatever happens will happen anyway ! 

 

The present is the time to live 

Duties to perform and joy to give 

Greet this day in a mood so joyous 

Cherish this moment, oh! so precious 

Thank almighty for the gift of this day 

Do all you can before it’s gone away 

MAGIC WORLD OF SH JOHN D PANAKAL 

The magician places on floor a clay pot of 

few pieces of news paper. He asks the 

audience to look at the pieces of papers in 

the clay pot very carefully with full attention 

Smoke appears from the pot followed by 

flame and fire in two minutes. The magician 

now declares that the papers are burned 

due to the power of glare from the eyes of 

the audience. What is the magic? 

(Answer Page 10) 

 

HUMOUR 

I asked my new girlfriend what sort of books 

she's interested in. 

She said: Cheque books. 

The easiest way to make your old car run 

better, is to check the prices of new car. 

To Avoid Advertisement in Telephone.  

Trade advertisement : SMS  to 1909 -START O 

Value added services (Astrology. Cricket Score, 

Ring tone etc : SMS to 135223 – STOP O 

What goes around comes around.    Keep your circle positive 
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From God’s own country, to the land of the Rajas… 

    By Mrs.Prema Balakrishnan  W/o Sri.K.Balakrishnan, AGM (Retd) 

 

The mega tour conducted by the Bankmen’s Club to Rajasthan way back in October 2004, brings 

back very sweet memories to cherish. 

A very splendored land of fairy –tale places and fairs as well as festivals, Rajasthan fulfils the 

favourite fantasies of everybody about India and is  one of India’s most popular tourist spots. 

We started on October 2
nd

 at 12.20 p.m by the Jodhpur Express, reaching Abu Road station on the 

4
th

 of Oct. The journey was enjoyable since there were many kids too. We had a nice time singing 

songs ,playing games ,etc. 

Our first halt was Mt. Abu-a famous hill –station with several shops and eating places. The centre of 

attraction at Mt. Abu was the Brahmakumaris’  spiritual University with their prayer hall and a Kali 

temple situated at a very elevated position .They teach that all religions lead to God. 

The next place of visit was Jodhpur, the second largest city in the state .It is famous for its majestic 

forts situated at great heights. One has to travel by Jeeps to reach there. The famous Sardar bazaar 

selling puppets ,silver jewellery and the tie –dyed fabrics is a great shopping destination .The 

pavements are lined with henna artists, who decorate women’s palms with intricate lacy patterns.   

Jaisalmer was next on our list .It is a remote outpost in the Thar Desert. We can enjoy the sight of  

the sunset and the shifting sand dunes- which are  spread over a few square kilometres. The camel 

safaris give us a good feel of the life in a desert. Jaisalmer is well known for its colourful  tribal  

dances. We were lucky to see such    a vibrant    dance  of  the locals. It was so enthralling that many 

of us joined  the  dancing. This  was  followed by  a delicious moonlight Rajasthani dinner! It was an 

unforgettable experience. 

We next proceeded to Bikaner –a city of palaces and forts. There is the Jungarh fort which is 

protected by a long sandstone wall and it seems this fort has very conquered. The camel breeding 

farm here is very famous where nearly half the camels in India are bred, including those camels for 

the cavalry  of the Indian Army. 

Ajmer was the next on our itenary. This place is well  known for its holy Muslims shrines  called 

Darghas .There are lots of shopping centres here which are situated in narrow lanes. One can 

bargain on any  purchase  here. The famous Mayo College, one of India’s best public schools  is 

situated in Ajmer. To the North-West  is the Pushkar Lake which is worth visiting. This lake is 

believed to have been  created by the falling of a Lotus from the hand of Lord Brahma. 

Udaipur is also a tourist centre, famous for its Marble Palaces and its lakes. The most famous  one is  

the Rani Padmini’s Palace. 

We returned from Udaipur via Ahmedabad, where we visited Mahatma Gandhi’s Sabarmathi 

Ashram which is situated along the banks of Sabarmathi river.  

At  the end of the very enjoyable  journey, the feeling lingered of a  well organised tour .Kudos to the 

Banksmen’s club! 

 

PROVERBS – Courtesy Sh S Ravindran, Pallavoor Palakkad 
Since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the minds of men that defences of peace must be 

constructed – Constitution of UNESCO 

If you perspire in peace time, you can rest at war time – Chinese Proverb 

Wife is half the man – Mahabharatha 

Prayers go up, blessings come down. Neither err nor waiver in judgement. 

God can be won only through cultivation and exercise of LOVE. He cannot be trapped by any trick. 

 

 

 

Magic World - Ans: Put a little bit of potassium permanganate and two or three drops of 

glycerin in the paper. In two minutes it will start 
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Before  finding a girl – Spiderman; After engagement – Superman; 10 years after marriage – 

Watchman; 20 years after marriage – Doberman. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                               
 

 


